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Villa Esperanza Services Raises $45,000 and Celebrates 45t Birthday

VILLA ESPERANZA SERVICES

Providing love care and hope for individuals with disabilities and their families.

Villa Esperanza Services celebrates 45 years of fulfiling dreams
for children and adults diagnosed with developmental disabiliies

such as autism and Down syndrome. Pasadena Mayor Bill Bogaard
surprised CEO Dottie Nelson and Board President Jim McDermott
with a birthday cake and proclamation recognizing Villa's 457 Birthday.
The event took place at Twin Palms Restaurant with 140 guests in
attendance and raised $45.000 to benefit Villa's programs

The guests were touched when after presenting her parents, Roza
and Aron Kuppermann, with the Divine Dreamer Award, Sharon
Kuppermann surprised them with an impromptu message of love

and appreciation for her parents and her friends at Vila. Sharon has
been a participant in Villa’s programs for 39 years. The Kuppermanns
have been long time donors and friends of Villa and advocates for
the rights of people with disabiliies. Other honorees included Twin
Palms Restaurant for their work as a community partner, The Frank
D. Lanterman Regional Center for their partnership in making dreams
come true for people with disabilities and The Tri-Counties Regional
Center for their efforts which have been instrumental in helping

Villa grow their vocational and independent living programs in
Ventura County.

“This year's event was a celebration of dreams, for 45 years Villa has
been fulfiling dreams for people like Sharon Kuppermann and we will
continue. Our programs have also grown and adapted to meet the
rapid increase in children diagnosed with autism " says Dottie Nelson,
CEO of Villa Esperanza Services. Villa currently serves seventy
students with special needs: over 50% of them have a diagnosis

of autism and 85% of all the children served are non-verbal. Time
Magazine states roughly 1 in 165 American children born today will
fall somewhere on the autistic spectrum. That's more than three times
the number with juvenile diabetes. Board member and parent Denise
Sparks comments “We dream of a cure but we are living with autism
now and Villa has been helpful in our son's successes.” Villa's next 45
years will be helping dreams come true for these individuals and

their families

Villa Esperanza Services was founded in 1961 by a group of mothers
who believed their developmentally disabled children deserved quality
care and education. Today, Villa serves over 1050 individuals with
disabilities and their families in Los Angeles and Ventura Counties. For
more information, visit villaesperanzaservices org
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