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DOTTIE’S NOTES

| want to thank the Villa Guild for another great
Day at the Races at Santa Anita Racetrack on Saturday,
February 26th. And it was a mostly sunny ending after a
long rainy February! Congratulations to the Guild for
reaching an all-time high attendance this year of 240!
Although my beginner’s luck is long gone, | have passed
it on to new winners each year! And to make us
“non-winners” feel better - the Guild passed a basket for
our “non-winning” tickets to go into a raffle for another try
to win (the odds being better on winning in the raffle?)!

Well, May is National Autism month, but there has
been a current flurry of television and newsmagazine
articles on autism. Villa even got a measure of PR. through
the first session of the KNBC-TV series on Saturday,
February 19th, Autism: The Hidden Epidemic, albeit
much too brief a scene of a Villa child using our “hug
machine.” All of this awareness will be of help to families
seeking information and services for their autistic children.
Stay tuned for more in May!

We have had several requests over the years to
provide information on special needs trusts and estate
planning. We are happy to announce a four-part series
sponsored by Wells Fargo Private Client Services and
others called: Securing the Future: Trusts and Estate

Planning for your Special Needs Family Member. The
series will be held at Villa’s Braun Center. The first seminar
is scheduled for Wednesday, March 23rd from 4:30 to
6:00 p.m. A light dinner will be provided. Invitations and
information will be sent soon.

On April 29th there will be an Open House at our
new Hjelte-Phillips Speech and Language Center. It
will be dedicated to very special people to Villa
Esperanza: Dr. George and the late Phyllis Hjelte and
Dorothy J. Phillips. The Hjeltes have been long-time
supporters of Villa, and the parents of Steve, a long-time
Villa resident. George was on Villa’s Board of Directors
for many years and Phyllis a leader in the Villa Guild
and a Speech Patholosist. The late Dorothy Phillips left
a sizable bequest administered by her friend, and ours,
Al Meymarian. Through Al, Dorothy has been very
generous in financially supporting the Speech and
Language Center. Please look for the upcoming invitation
and join us to hear more about these Villa Angels!

For more information, on any of the topics above,
please call Gioia Pastre, Vice President, Development at

THE SHAKESPEARE LEAGUE OF PASADENA PRESENTS:

Oblaksmal

Friday, April 1st and Saturday, April 2nd at 8pm
Sunday, April 3rd at 2pm

626-449-2919, ext.18.

San Gabriel Civic Auditorium

Proceeds benefit Villa Esperanza Services and The Wellness Community-Foothills. For more Info, call (626) 281-6053.

DATES TO REMEMBER:

ADHC: National Pig Day, 11 am
2 ADHC: Cat in the Hat Day, 1 om
8 Children & Youth Program:
Parent Coffee, 9 am and 7 pm
8 ADHC: International Working
Women'’s Day
12  Shakespeare League Gala,
San Gabriel Country Club, 6pm
25  Children & Youth Program: Minimum Day
14  Children & Youth Program: Pupil Free Day
15  ADHC: Beach Party Day
17 St Patrick’s Day
23  Securing the Future: Trusts and Estate Planning for your
Special Needs Family Member, 4:30 — 6 pm
23  Vocational Program Open House 3:30 — 4:30 pm
25  Children & Youth Program: Minimum Day
25  Dimensions: Easter Party, 11 am
25  ADHC: March Birthday Party
28  Villa Board Meeting 3:30 pm Braun Center

CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAMS

We'd like to welcome Dr. Patrick England, our new Director of the
Children and Youth Programs! Patrick comes to us after directing various
residential and school programs in California and in Hawaii. Not only does
he hold a bachelor’s, masters and PhD in Psychology, he also holds an
Associates Degree in Dactology, the study of non-verbal communication
and sign language. We are so happy to have Patrick here. He can be
reached at 626-449-2919 ext.16.

Many thanks to Casey Gregs for doing a great job as Interim Director.
Now that Patrick is on board, Casey has happily returned to her position as
Assistant Director.

We also thank Room 3 teacher, Jenny Bamett, for all her hard work and
lending a helping hand when needed. We welcome Alida Ireland, new lead
teacher for room 4 and Daniel Hankin, instructional aide for room 5. Farewell
to teacher, Jason Turner. Thank you for your hard work and good luck!

ADULT PROGRAMS

Dimensions:

We had a great time celebrating Valentine’s
Day in February. This month, our activities
include a trip to the Natural History
Museum, Descanso Gardens and La Brea.

Interested students graduating from the
Pasadena Unified School District will be
visiting our program on March 22nd. We are
excited to host the tour and hope to see many of
the graduates in our program soon!

We welcome Neil Eischen and Patrick Murphy to our program.
Residential:

-t

(CSCHOOL

Our Special Olympics Team rocks! We placed 1st
and 2nd place at the Floor Hockey Championship in
San Diego! Our clients are
looking forward to the next event. We also had
some wonderful Valentine’s Day parties in the
homes. Thank you to the staff for coordinating each
event. A special thank you goes to Genoveva Perez and
Arcely Martinez, Brown House staff for all their hard work.
Some news to be envious about: Independent Living
Clients, Sandy Grant and Stephanie Taylor, went to Las
Vegas last month! If you see them, ask them about their trip!
We welcome staff members, Mona Sheahan, Gloria Tayon,
Valerie Sanchez and Sharron Palmer to our program. Farewell to Anayka
Yanis Sparks and Elizabeth Williams.
Yocational:
Please join the Vocational Staff for a Family Caregiver Meeting on
Wednesday, March 23 at 3:30 — 4:30 pm in the Braun Center.
West Region:

We have a lot of reasons to be happy
at the West Region! Coming this spring: Hot
Dosg Fest! This will be a great opportunity for
clients and their families to get together and
have a lot of fun!

Congratulations to Brian Koster for his
new job as a greeter/usher at Mann Theatres
in Westlake Village! Congratulations also go to
clients, Stephanie Hughes for passing her 90
day employment mark at the 99¢ Only Stores
and to Bryan Stone for passing his 30 day
probationary status as Floor Supervisor at Mann Theatres!

We want to thank job coach Jason Kane for his work in Moving
Services and Independent Living Staff Kelly Gregory for her exceptional
work in ILS. We welcome Danny Alvarez, Landscaping Job Coach, to our
program. He previously supervised the Cal State Channel Islands contract

for Work Training, Inc. We also welcome Hope Chest Job Coach, Kamine
Chan and Beverly Youns, our new live-in Residential staff at Norgaard/
Warwick. Beverly comes to us with years of supervisory experience in
residential care.

Care Management:

As a celebration of Black History Month, our program held a mini
health fair for staff and clients courtesy of Star Home Health Resources,
Inc., who provided blood pressure and diabetes screenings. Also shown
were a display of artifacts and information on famous Black scientists and
inventions.

Care Management and ADHC staff will once again participate in a
Cultural Training sponsored by the Asian and Pacific Islander Older Adults
Task Force of Los Angeles (APIOATF). The focus for this month’s training
will be on the Latino Elderly. The MENTORS Project (Multi-Ethnic Network
for Training, Outreach, and Resources for Seniors) provides cultural
diversity training and technical assistance regarding outreach to
L.A. County-contracted senior service providers.

We are pleased to announce that Chris Landrum has accepted the
position as Program Supervisor for CMOC. Chris joined our team two
years ago and worked as a Case Manager. Chris is working on his Master’s
degree in Social Work from CSULA. We are happy to have promoted from
within our organization and are confident that Chris will do a terrific job
in his new position. Congratulations Chris!

ADHC:

Check the “Dates to Remember” for our events and join us in
our activities!

Yolunteer:

We are excited to have several volunteer projects
during the month of March. One of the main projects will

contact Anna Cho.

Join Paramount Studios' Volunteer Group, The Viacomplices, in making
our Villa home a happier place. Sunday, April 10th, from 9 am — 3 pm
Paramount will take over the grounds of Villa. The project will allow you
to do different things such as painting and gardening. You will have
expert oversight, especially on the gardening part. And of course, there
will be FOOD! The day will benefit all our clients, giving them a happier
place to live, work and play! Please RSVP to Anna Cho.

If you have an idea for a project or would like to volunteer in our
programs at Villa, please contact Anna Cho at (626) 449-2919 ext. 62 or
email her at acho@yvillaesperanzaservices.org
Other News:

The Shakespeare League will host the 59th Annual Benefit Gala on
March 12th. The proceeds from this event will benefit Villa Esperanza
Services and The Wellness Community-Foothills. For more information
regarding this event, please call (626) 281-6053.

The Shakespeare League also presents: Oklahomal! This classic
musical will be held at the San Gabriel Civic Auditorium on April 1st
and 2nd at 8pm and on April 3rd at 2 pm. Tickets range from $25-35.
Discounts are available to children, students and seniors. Proceeds
benefit Villa so mark your calendars and join us for this exciting event!
For Group rates or for more information, call (626) 281-6053.

Villa’s hug machine was briefly featured on NBC’s series on Autism:
The Hidden Epidemic on February 19th! If you are interested in receiving
a copy of this informative series, please visit www.autismspeaks.org and
click on NBC Universal Autism Programming Guide in the right hand
corner and then on info@autismspeaks.org to place an order.

We welcome Andrea Williams, Grant-writer to our Development
Department. Andrea will be working on state and foundation grants to
help fund the operation of our programs, including program supplies
and equipment.

DID YOU KNOW...?

Villa is interested in your thoughts and news! Starting in April, we
will add a section in our newsletter devoted to information from our
family members. If you have any news or information that may be
beneficial to other Villa family members, we would be happy to feature
it. Please note that because of the availability of space, we may not be
able to mention all comments. Please contact us at:

info@villaesperanzaservices.org (type Family News in the subject line)

BIRTHDAY WISHES:

01 Aida Enriquez 08 Cathleen Bodie
02 Jimmy Manibo 11 Aurea De La Cruz
03 Mallnese Tarpley 12 Aurora Figueroa
03 Alida Ireland 15 Andrew Rosecrans
04 Vanessa Brown 17 Chadd Debois

WISH LIST:

Children & Youth Program: Art Supplies; Residential Program: Treadmill;
Dimensions: Art Supplies, large serving spoons, set of knives, hand-held
blender; Care Management: Grocery Vouchers

17 Celia Parker-Garcia
20 Valerie Sanchez
28 Kyandra Parker

29 Roberto Canta

30 Nicola Keller
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